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CRITERIA Excellent (5 – 4) Good (3 – 2) Average (1- 0) Points 

Research focus 
Clearly articulated the 

problem based on the 

identified research gap 

Identified the 

research gap; 

problem 

formulation is 

unclear 

Limited 

understanding of the 

research gap with 

poor problem 

development 
  

Scholarly 

Context 

Strong connection 

between the research 

gap and the conducted 

research 

Identified the 

research gap; 

connection to the 

research is unclear 

Vague connection 

between the research 

gap and the research 

conducted 
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