WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY

MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN CREATIVE WRITING



COUNSELING

All MFA candidates in English are advised by the Creative Writing Program Director.

The director of creative writing will help the student establish a pattern of study which will take
into account the student’s interests and vocational plans. (See Registration and Advising, p.3, and Plan of
Study, p. 4.)

GENERAL DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS
TRANSFER OF CREDIT

A minimum of 24 of the total 48 semester hours required for the degree in creative writing must
be taken at Wichita State University. No more than 24 hours of credit may be counted toward the degree
from other graduate work taken by the student at Wichita State or at another school. If the credit to be
transferred comes from a program in which the student took a graduate degree, the time limits imposed by
the Graduate School on other transfer of credit will not apply.

DEGREE PROGRAM
COURSE WORK

The 48 semester hours of degree course work are apportioned into two categories, required and
elective courses.

Required Courses

A minimum of 3 hours per semester in English 801 (Creative Writing: Fiction), or 805 (Creative
Writing: Poetry) to a maximum of 12 semester hours.

3 hours in English 700 (Introduction to Graduate Study in English) or the equivalent, required of
all graduate students. English 700 should normally be included in the student’s first semester of
graduate study.

3 hours in English 714 (Graduate Studies in Drama), 712 (Graduate Studies in Fiction) 713
(Graduate Studies in Poetry). With departmental consent, each course may be repeated for a
maximum of 6 hours credit.

3 hours in English 733 (Graduate Studies in Contemporary Literature), 860 (Graduate Seminar in
Special Topics), or another suitable seminar in literature. With departmental consent, seminars
may be repeated for a maximum of 12 hours credit.

2 to 6 hours in English 875 (MFA Final Writing Project). 6 hours over 2 semesters is typical.

For purposes of enrichment, candidates emphasizing fiction and poetry must take at least 3
graduate hours of comparative literature, literature in translation, foreign language or an applied
course in another art or discipline. The choice is contingent upon the student’s having the proper
prerequisites.


















If the members of the committee unanimously accept the project, the project will be approved and
credit awarded for hours taken in MFA Final Writing Project: English 875. If the committee
judges the candidate's project to be of exceptional merit, they may approve it with distinction.
The award of distinction also requires a unanimous vote of the committee.

All review committee votes will be cast by secret ballot.
Regulations Concerning Rejection of Final Writing Project

If a project is rejected, the candidate will be advised by his or her committee to carry out one or
more of the following suggestions:

Re-write the project (project unacceptable);

Take further coursework in prescribed areas (candidate not yet prepared to do the project
properly).

The candidate must wait at least ninety days before resubmitting the project.
MFA FINAL WRITING PROJECT PREPARATION AND PROCEDURE

During the semester in which the project is submitted for review, the candidate is responsible for being
aware of the following information in addition to that prescribed by the Guide to the Preparation of
Theses and Dissertations (available from the Graduate School) and for observing the following
deadlines.

Reading and Direction (Project Director and 2nd Reader)
In order to allow the candidate ample time to prepare the project, or to have the project prepared, the
director should have completed his or her direction of the project by at least one month prior to the

date upon which copies must be in the hands of review committee members. (Copies must be in the
hands of review committee members by November 1 for fall review and April 1 for spring review .

Project length

Fiction—100 pages or more
Poetry—24 pages or more

Paper
The two copies specifically used by the review committee members may be photocopied on

inexpensive 16-20 weight paper, as long as they will not be used for the bound project copies. The
two copies submitted to Ablah Library for binding must be on acid-



Typing (or printing)
Fiction should be double spaced.
Poetry (unless form dictates otherwise) should be single spaced.
In both cases, margins must be 1 inch.

Symbols or illustrations not typed must be in black India ink.
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OTHER GRADUATE DEADLINES

At the beginning of each semester, the Graduate deadlines for the current academic year will be
posted on the graduate bulletin board. This schedule will include deadlines for the following:

Application for degree card filed in the Graduate School office: this date varies;
Application to submit Final Writing Project date: October 1, March 1;

Intent to sit for the Comprehensive Examination date: October 15, March 15
(Book list signed by MFA final project director due to Creative Writing Program Director);

Comprehensive Examination date: this date varies;
All other degree requirements must be met date: this date varies.

Commencement is held each year in May and December at Wichita State University. Students
completing degree requirements during the Summer Session following commencement may obtain their
diplomas from the registrar's office or request that their diplomas be mailed. These students may attend
Commencement exercises the following May. Each graduate's name appears in the Commencement
program, with the completion date of the graduate work.
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ENGLISH 850 DIRECTED READINGS: PROSPECTUS (MFA)

(THREE SIGNED COPIES OF THIS FORM ARE REQUIRED: 1) STUDENT; 2) INSTRUCTOR;
3) CREATIVE WRF3(A)5(T)4(IVE)6( WR)5(F3(A)5(T)4(1VE)6( WRr(A)O)8( 0 0 1 202.22 7082.74 671..77.35 708



MFEA ENRICHMENT PROSPECTUS

(TWO SIGNED COPIES OF THIS FORM ARE REQUIRED: 1) STUDENT; 2) CREATIVE
WRITING DIRECTOR).

Student's name:
Date:

Proposed course (in another department):

Statement of the rationale for taking the proposed course (how will it enrich the primary endeavor--the
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Criteria and Procedures —MFA Fellowships

The following criteria and procedures are used for the recommendation of MFA students for the MFA
Fellowships.

Criteria:
Advanced standing (2nd semester or beyond);
Recommendation of regular Creative Writing faculty on the basis of achievement as a writer;
Recipients may hold a fellowship for no more than a total of two (2) semesters;
Recipients must enroll full time in their degree program and pursue their scholarly work;

Recipients must be eligible for a graduate research assistantship;
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MIKROKOSMOS CONSTITUTION

Preamble
Mikrokosmos exists to provide an outlet for the creative works of Wichita State University students,
faculty, and alumni. It is intended for distribution to WSU students and faculty and to other academic

institutions, and it shall not claim rights to any material published.

Article |
The Association

Section 1. Name
The name of this student organization and its publication shall be Mikrokosmos
Section 2. Membership
All students and faculty of Wichita State University are ipso facto participants in Mikrokosmos

activities, insofar as they are the intended audience of Mikrokosmos and insofar as they are invited to
submit their creative works for publication in Mikrokosmos.
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Section 3. Faculty Advisor(s)

The faculty advisor(s) of Mikrokosmos shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a. to appoint officers in conjunction with the Editor-in-Chief;

b. to serve in a consulting capacity to the editorial staff;

c. to arrange monthly meetings with the Editor-in-Chief and necessary staff in order to ascertain
progress and success with the publication of Mikrokosmos;

d. to be the final authority in financial and technical matters concerning Mikrokosmos, upon the
approval of the creative writing committee of the Department of English, WSU.

Section 4. Editor-in-Chief
The Editor-in-Chief of Mikrokosmos shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a. to appoint the assistant editors and staff in conjunction with the faculty advisor(s);
b. to oversee the selection and editing of materials published by Mikrokosmos;
c. to be responsible for Mikrokosmos budget procedures and to serve as custodian of funds.

Section 5. Assistant Editors
The assistant editors shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a. to assist in the selection and editing of materials published by Mikrokosmos;
b. to distribute Mikrokosmos to the faculty and student body of WSU;
c. to assist the Editor-in-Chief with any other duties necessary for the publication of
Mikrokosmos.
Section 6. Staff
The staff shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a. to assist the Editor-in-Chief with duties necessary for the publication of Mikrokosmos;
b. to distribute Mikrokosmaos to the faculty and student body of WSU.

Section 7. Recall

The following are grounds for the removal of any individual charged with duties and
responsibilities to Mikrokosmos:

a. gross in competency (i.e. failure to attend meetings, failure to carry out assignments or to
discharge duties, etc.);

b. attempted or actual mismanagement of funds.

Removal procedures, which may be initiated by the Editor-in-Chief or the faculty advisor(s) are subject to
approval, in all cases, by the Creative Writing Committee, Department of English, WSU.

Section 8. Meetings

The meetings of Mikrokosmos staff shall occur at the request of the Editor-in-Chief or the faculty
advisor(s).
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Article 11
Editorial Policies

The following articles shall be the editorial policy of Mikrokosmos:

a. submissions shall be taken from WSU students, faculty, and alumni, (Student shall be defined
as any individual enrolled at WSU. Faculty shall be defined as any individual hired by the

university for instructional purposes. This includes part-time and guest faculty. Alumnus shall
be defined as any individual who has previously enrolled at WSU.);

b. Editors-in-Chief should not publish their own works in Mikrokosmos; however, material from
assistant editors and staff may be published at the editor’s discretion;

c. the academic freedom of the student organization known as Mikrokosmos shall be respected by
the faculty advisor(s), the Creative Writing Committee, and other members of the University.

Article IV
Constitutional Amendments

This constitution shall be amended if such an amendment is agreeable both to the faculty
advisor(s) and the Editor-in-Chief and if such an amendment is approved by a majority vote of the
Creative Writing Committee, Department of English, WSU.

Article V
Discrimination



EGSA (English Graduate Student Association)
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(B) Vice-President

(1) The Vice-
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(1) The Executive Committee shall be responsible for the appointment of an EGSA representative
to the Creative Writing Committee and to any other departmental or university committees in
which EGSA participates.

(2) The Executive Committee shall appoint a member to secure and post information on
meetings, symposiums, and seminars of interest to students in both the MA and MFA
programs.

(3) The Executive committee shall have the privilege of proposing formation of ad-hoc
committees to serve at the pleasure of the Committee.

(D) Loans

The Executive Committee may make personal loans to EGSA members when adequate funds are
available in the EGSA Treasury. Terms will be negotiable on an individual basis.

Article 111
General Procedures
Section 1. Meetings
There shall be general meetings within the first three (3) weeks of the beginning of the fall semester
and within the last month of the spring semester. Additional meetings will be scheduled at the
discretion of the Executive Committee. Notice of general meetings must be posted at least one week
in advance.

Section 2. Elections

(A) Nominal nAg2. E3.79rm[i)-4(n adv)8d(h)1pF2 a3(i)-4(nghF2 )- 2. Elections



outgoing Executive Committee shall call for a by-election within one week following, and
shall conduct such election.

23



24

TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS IN ENGLISH

Except for special fellowships usually awarded to students already enrolled in our programs, the
teaching assistantship is the only regular form of financial aid that the Department of English is able to
offer. A number of assistantships are available each year and are awarded on a competitive basis. With
satisfactory performance and progress toward the degree, a teaching assistant may have his or her



