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EDUCATION 

 

Ph.D. Social Sciences (Program in Social Relations) 

 University of California, Irvine (1998) 

  

 Dissertation:  "The Legal Institutionalization of Grandparenthood".   

 Chair:  Professor Judith Treas 

 

 

M.A. Social Sciences (Program in Social Relations) 

 University of California, Irvine (1993)  

 

 Project:  "Multicultural Children's Books:  An American Fairy Tale" 

 

 

B.A. Civilizations 

 California State University, Dominguez Hills (1986) 

 

 

 

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 

 

Sociology of Aging 

Sociology of Families 

Research Methods 

Sociology of Law and Public Policy
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GRANTS AND GRANT RELATED FUNDS 

 

2020 “Wichita State Institute for Health Equity Advances: Education, Research, and 

Technology: To Reduce Obesity Among Vulnerable Populations and Improve Health Literacy as 

a Mechanism among Health Care Providers for Behavior Change”.  Principal Investigator, with 

Laila Cure, Nikki Keene Woods, Rhonda Lewis, Ajita Rattani, Betty Smith-Campbell, and Jan 

Twomey.  Wichita State University, President’s Convergence Science Initiative.  $300,000 over 

three years. 

 

2020-2021 “
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GRANTS AND GRANT RELATED FUNDS, continued 

 

2002-2003 “The Rainbows Model
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PUBLICATIONS, continued 

 

Hill, Twyla J.  (2006)  “Grandchild, Grandparent, and Parent Coresidence from 1970 to 1990: 

Structural Factors Affecting State Patterns”.  International Journal of Aging and Human 

Development, 62(2):117-142. 

 

Hill, Twyla J.  (2002)  “Grandparents In Law: Investigating the Institutionalization of Family 

Roles”.  International Journal of Aging and Human Development, 54(1):43-56.  

 

Hill, Twyla J.  (2002)  “Social Structure and Family Law: the Underlying Factors of Grandparent 

Legislation”. Journal of Aging Studies, 16:259-278. 

 

Hill, Twyla J.  (2001)  “What’s a Grandparent to Do?: The Legal Status of Grandparents in the 

Extended Family”.  Journal of Family Issues, 22(5):594-618. 

 

Hill, Twyla J.  (2000)  “Legally Extending the Family: an Event History Analysis of Grandparent 

Visitation Rights Laws”.  Journal of Family Issues, 21(2): 246-261. 

 

Hill, Twyla J. (1998)  "Multicultural Children’s Books:  An American Fairy Tale", Publishing 

Research Quarterly, 14(#1):36-45. 

 

 

Book 

 

Hill, Twyla J.  (2015).  
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PUBLICATIONS, continued 

 

Reviewed Research Notes 

 

Hill, Twyla J. and Stacy Tiemeyer. (2013)  “Who Will Take Care of Mom and Dad? Sibling Set 

Composition and Caregiving”.  Report of the National Council on Family Relations (Family 

Focus section), 58(4): F17-F18. 

 

Hill, Twyla J.  (2011)  “Spousal Caregiving in Later Life: Predictors and Consequences”.  Report 

of the National Council on Family Relations (Family Focus section), 56(1): F15-F16. 

   

Hill, Twyla J.  (2005)  “
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TECHNICAL REPORTS, continued 

 

2002 Lewandowski, Cathleen A., Twyla J. Hill, Linnea F. GlenMaye, and Kenneth H. Pittetti.  

“The Impact of Early Intervention on the Cognitive Development of Children with 

Developmental Disabilities: A Preliminary Assessment of Services Provided by Rainbows, 

United, Inc., Wichita, Kansas”.   

 

 

MUSEUM EXHIBITIONS 

 

2021 Cheyla Clawson and Twyla Hill. Solving for X: Identity - Sharing Matrilineal Pathways 

at WSU.  Ulrich Art Museum, Wichita State University. 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

2021 “Choreographing Matrilineal Memories by Combining Oral History Interviews and 

Dance”. First author, with Cheyla Clawson. Paper accepted to the National Council on Family 

Relations Annual Meeting (virtual).  Co-awarded Professional Issues in Aging Award. 

 

2021 “Matrilineal Memories: Bridging Qualitative & Embodied Research to Preserve 
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PRESENTATIONS, continued 

 

2017 “Openness To Age-Different Friendship: Differences Between Younger And Older 

Adults”. Second author, with Rosemary Wright.  Paper presented at the Annual Scientific and 

Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on Gerontology, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

 

2017 “Who Helps and When?  Informal Assistance to Partnered Older Adults”.  First author, 
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PRESENTATIONS, continued 

 

2005 “Senior Adult Children Providing Care to Parents”.  Paper presented at the Midwest 

Sociological Society Annual Meetings, Minneapolis, MN. 

 

2005 “Academic Achievement and Deviance of Students Raised by ‘Other’ Relatives”. Second 

author, with Lisa A. Engweiler.  Paper presented at the Midwest Sociological Society Annual 

Meetings, Minneapolis, MN. 

 

2004 “The Impact of Social Support on Women's Drug Treatment Completion”.  First author, 

with Cathleen Lewandowski.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Council on 

Family Relations, Orlando, FL. 

 

2004 “Rural and Urban Women in Recovery: Different Treatment and Service Needs, 

Outcomes, and Strategies”.  Second author, with Cathleen Lewandowski.  Poster presented at the 

Transferring Research to Practice conference sponsored by the National Institute on Drug Abuse 

and the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Washington, DC. 

 

2004 “Sons as Caregivers”.  Second author, with Natalie Triana.  Paper presented at the 

Midwest Sociological Society Annual Meetings, Kansas City, MO. 

 

2004 "Do More Services Help?  The Impact of Foster Care and Temporary Assistance for 

Needy Families (TANF) on Women's Drug Treatment Outcomes".  Second author, with 

Cathleen Lewandowski.  Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the Society for Social 

Work and Research, New Orleans, LA. 

 

2003 “Structural Factors Affecting Grandchild and Grandparent Coresidence: A Pooled Time 

Series Analysis”.  Poster presented at the 2003 Annual Meeting of the Gerontological Society of 

America, San Diego, CA. 

 

2003 “The Effects of Music Education on Family Dynamics and Economics in Hong Kong 

Culture: A Survey on Private Music Instruction in the Western Classical Tradition”.   Second 

author, with Eugenia Oi Yan Yau, Southwestern College.  Paper presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the College Music Society, Miami, Fl. 

 

2003 “Chopin and Chopsticks:  Economic and Family Experiences of Music Teachers in Hong 

Kong”.  First author, with Eugenia Oi Yan Yau, Southwestern College.  Paper presented at the 

Conference of Asian Consumer and Family Economics Association, Taipei, Taiwan. 

 

2003 “A Comparison of the Addiction Severity Index and the Life History Calendar in 

Assessing Addiction and Related Factors among Women”.  Second author, with Cathleen 

Lewandowski.  Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the College for Problems on Drug 

Dependence, Bal Harbour, FL. 
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PRESENTATIONS, continued 

 

2003 “Stability or Change in Structural Factors Affecting Grandchild and Grandparent 

Coresidence since 1960?: The 2000 Data”.  Presented at the 2003 Annual Meeting of the 

Midwest Sociological Society, Chicago, IL. 

 

2003 “The Impact of Early Intervention on the Development of Children with Disabilities”.  

Second author, with Cathleen Lewandowski and Kenneth H. Pittetti.  Presented at the Annual 

Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research, Washington, D.C. 

 

2002 “Grandchild and Grandparent Coresidence from 1960 to 1990:  Structural Factors 

Affecting Parent Presence”.  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 

Association, Chicago, IL. 

 

2002 “A Longitudinal Study of Structural Factors Affecting Grandchild and Grandparent 

Coresidence”.  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, 

Vancouver, BC.  

 

2001 “Senior Children Caregivers: Older Adult Children Caring for Their Parents”.  Presented 

at the Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association (Roundtable), Anaheim, CA. 

2001 “Grandchild and Grandparent Coresidence: The Structural Factors Related to the 

Increase”.  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society, St. Louis, MO. 

 

2000 “Federal Aid for Grandchildren Living in Grandparent Headed Households”.  Presented 

at the Annual Meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Minneapolis, MN. 

 

1999 “Legalizing Grandparenthood: A Content Analysis of State Legislation”.  Presented at the 

Annual Meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Irvine, CA. 

 

1999 “Obligations Beyond the Grave: Normative Expectations of Inheritance Rights”.  

Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association (Roundtable), 

Chicago, IL. 

 

1999 “If I Die Before I Wake: the Generational Flow of Wealth in Intestate Probate Law”.  

Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society, Minneapolis, MN. 

 

1998 “What’s a Grandparent to Do?  Grandparents’ Legal Rights and Responsibilities to the 

Family.  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association 

(Roundtable), San Francisco, CA. 

 

1998 "Social Structure and Family Law: the Underlying Causes of Grandparent Legislation".  

Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA. 

 

1997 "Legally Extending the Family: An Event History Analysis of Grandparent Visitation 

Rights Laws".  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, San 

Diego, CA. 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

 2011-present  Professor, Wichita State University 

 2004-2011  Associate Professor, Wichita State University 

 1998-2004  Assistant Professor, Wichita State University 

 

Classes taught: Advanced Research: Quantitative Methods (Graduate Seminar) 

Aging and Public Policy 

   Application of Advanced Statistical Techniques (Graduate Seminar)  

Families and Aging   

Introduction to Sociology 

Measurement and Analysis 

Proseminar - Sociology (Graduate Seminar) 

Recent Developments in Sociology: Families and Aging (Graduate 

Seminar) 

Seminar on Families (Graduate Seminar) 

Social Policy and Aging (Graduate Seminar) 

Sociological Statistics 

Sociology of Aging 

Sociology of Marriage and Families 

Successful Aging: Theory, Research, and Practice 

 

Summer, 1998  Associate in Summer Session, U.C. Irvine. 

Sociology of Marriage and Families 

 

 

CHAIR OF THESES AND DIRECTED RESEARCH PROJECTS 

 

Brynn Thompson, 2019, thesis, Marital Happiness and Sexual Behaviors of Older Adults. 

 

Nicholas Gordon, 2019, thesis, Religion and Aging: Exploring the Effects of Religiosity on 

Mental Wellbeing Across Age Cohorts. 

 

Ericka Feltrop Cameron, 2018, directed research, Rebel with a Cause: An Analysis of Outlying 

Political Attitudes Towards Abortion Legality (co-chair with Jodie Hertzog). 

 

Derek Wilson, 2018, thesis, Accepting the Future: Comparing the Adoption of Technology by 

Age Cohorts. 

 

Lydia Ibarra, 2017, thesis, Intimate Partner Caregiving: 65 Years and Older. 

 

Kia Hastings, 2015, thesis, The Relationship between Religion and Older Adults’ Physical 

Health. 

 

Jennifer Bowers, 2014, thesis, Who Makes More in STEM? An Analysis of Sex and Age. 
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CHAIR OF THESES AND DIRECTED RESEARCH PROJECTS, continued 

 

Shari Stephens, 2014, thesis, Economics of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren After the 2008 

Recession – Analyzing ACS Datasets for the years 2007 and 2011. 

 

Cassandra LeBrun-Martin, 2013, thesis, The Role of Parental Involvement in Student Academic 

Achievement. 

 

Sabina Thapa, 2012, thesis, Earnings Inequality Among Women: Does Marriage Matter? 

 

Zachary Lewis, 2011, thesis, The Truth About the Truly Disadvantaged. 

 

Rosemary Wright, 2011, thesis, The Rural Penalty: The Sources and Magnitude of Income 

Differences between Urban and Rural Older Adults in the United States. 

 

Stacy Tiemeyer, 2010, thesis, Health Care Occupations: Road to Success or Path to Dead End? 

 

Breanne Malcom, 2010, thesis, Impressive Numbers on the Court and in the Classroom: 

Evaluating Athletic Participation and Test Scores. 

 

Victoria Caruth, 2009, directed research, The Impact of Having a College Degree on a Person’s 

Income. 

 

 

SELECTED ACADEMIC SERVICE 

 

2020-2023 Regional Representative to the National Council of Alpha Kappa Delta, the 

International Sociology Honor Society 

 

2019-2022 Tenure and Promotion Committee, Fairmount College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences, Wichita State University (Chair, 2020-2022) 

 

2019  Graduate Student Paper Award Committee, Sociology of Aging and the Life 

Course section, American Sociological Association  

 

2018-2020 Faculty Senate, representative from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 

Social Sciences, Wichita State University 

 

2012-present Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects, Wichita State 

University 

 

2012-2014 Conference Program Committee, Family Policy section, National Council on 

Family Relations 

 

2011-2014 Tenure and Promotion Committee, Fairmount College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences, Wichita State University 
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SELECTED ACADEMIC SERVICE, continued 

 

2010-2011 Interim Regional Representative to the National Council of Alpha Kappa Delta, 

the International Sociology Honor Society 

 

2009-2015 Graduate Coordinator, Sociology Department, Wichita State University 

 

2009-2011 Graduate Council, Wichita State University 

 

2007-2010 Faculty Support and Fellowship Awards Committee, College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences, Wichita State University (Chair, 2009-2010) 

 

2005-2008 Graduate School Awards Committee, Graduate School, Wichita State University 

 

2005-2007 Nominations and Elections Committee, Midwest Sociological Society 

 

2005-2006 College Faculty Recruitment Committee, Gerontology Department, Wichita State 

University 

 

2004-present Faculty Advisor, Kansas Alpha Chapter, Alpha Kappa Delta, the International 

Sociology Honor Society 

 

2002-2004 Faculty Senate, representative from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 

Social Sciences, Wichita State University 

 

2002 Chair of Departmental Graduate Faculty Status Guidelines Committee, Sociology 

Department, Wichita State University 

 

2000 Nominating Committee, Family Policy Section, National Council on Family Relations 

 

 

  






