
Wichita State University General Education Committee 

The General Education Committee Review of Student 
Learning Outcomes, AY 2018-2019 

Process:  

• In the fall semester, the General Education Committee gathers and assesses the data that has 
accumulated since the last review (i.e., learning outcomes, changes) and writes a report to the 
Faculty Senate.  

• In the spring semester, the report with any recommendations for change is presented to the senate 
so that the senate has the time for thorough consideration prior to taking the recommendations to 
the general faculty later in the semester.  

• Any changes approved by the faculty (e.g., to the general education program) will be instituted in 
the following version of the undergraduate catalog  

Activities:  

• Submitted a new proposal recommending all freshmen be required to take an FYS (beginning in 
AY 2021-22). 

• The Gen Ed Committee reviewed updated Student Learning Outcomes AY 2018-2019 

The Committee: Actions Taken: 

• Presented the upcoming proposal to the Senate Executive Committee on the First Year Seminar 
(FYS) program design. 

• Presented the first read of the motion to approve the proposal for the First Year Seminar (FYS) 
program to be required to the Faculty Senate.  

 

Summary of information/data reviewed: 

• FYS Data:  FYS Pre and Post Writing Rubric Test Scores, Fall 2018 
o With the exception of Syntax, post-





Proposal for a First-Year Seminar at WSU 
Rationale 

Missing from the WSU first-year experience is a required common experience that engages student in 
meaningful relationships with their peers, faculty, and the campus community. Seminars of this type are 
meant to engage students in intellectual discourse in small classes taught by faculty, who have a deep 
subject matter knowledge and a passion for a topic.  

First-year seminars:  

• Connect students to a subject matter that is academically engaging and challenging.  
• Feature topics that often take an interdisciplinary approach to subject material.  
• Provide an opportunity for faculty members to engage with a small group of students (limited to  



• Effectively write and speak  
• Employed analytical reasoning and problem-solving techniques  
• Developed fundamentals of information literacy and library research  
• Developed an appreciation for diversity  

2  

First-year seminars will be assessed through the AAC&U writing rubric; National Survey of Student 
Engagement  

Course Development  

Faculty will propose seminar courses and route it through the regular curriculum change process. Each 
seminar will receive:  

• The first time the course is offered: 
o  





 





 


