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Program Review Self-Study Template 

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/Default.aspx?y=55
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1. Departmental purpose and relationship to the University mission (refer to instructions in the 
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interdisciplinary nature of health sciences. The word “lifespan” was added to acknowledge the important role of 
the AGE program in the department and the lifespan nature of aging (not just a focus on older adults as the 
former “Gerontology” degree name implied). This change allowed for a fuller integration of a single program 
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• Develop skills that prepare students to interact as professionals within a diverse, interdisciplinary health 
care environment.  

• Expand interdisciplinary understanding and collaboration among the healthcare professions, which 
significantly aligns with the IPE global initiative. 

• Apply scientific knowledge, humanistic values, critical analysis, and systematic approach to solving 
problems. 

• Ensure efficient and effective program operation consistent with the College, the University, and the 
profession. 
 

The main outcome measures of HS student learning are from the core course work. Learning objectives for the 
program were developed and did not exist in the previous reporting period. These learning outcomes have been 
linked to specific required coursework and student achievement demonstrated in those courses. In addition, 
learning outcomes are attained and enhanced by satisfactory completion of the practicum course. To better 
meet program outcomes and objectives, the practicum course underwent a curriculum revision (Fall 2013) and 
was modified to integrate didactic coursework related to professionalism, which is a competency domain of 
interprofessional education (IPE). This will allow students to learn about critical skills needed in an 
interprofessional environment while simultaneously engaging in an applied work setting experience. The HS 
program made several curriculum changes at the end of this reporting period (see Appendix Table 9). Therefore, 
the current assessment and analysis is limited and should continue to be developed. 
 
The Master of Arts in Aging Studies (AGE) is a 36-39 credit hour program to equip students to meet the growing 
needs of our globally aging population. Graduates will be prepared for a diverse range of career opportunities 
ra
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strain. The department hired a permanent chair in fall 2011, but student enrollment continues to outpace 
program course offerings.  Adjunct teachers must be secured for five to six courses each semester.  
 
The B.S. in HSMCD has been graduating students for nine years. As with the HS program, SCH production has 
steadily increased since the two programs share common core courses (see Appendix Table 1). The program 
currently meets KBOR faculty minima, but the number of full-time tenure track faculty remains low 
considering their workload extends across three degree programs (HS, HSMCD, and AGE). The department 
converted a full-time adjunct to a lecturer position, which created stability across the programs but did not 
increase teaching. In light of the few HS/HSMCD faculty with scholarly expectations (n=4, which includes the 
department chair; see Appendix Table 1), their productivity is among the highest in the CHP.  
 

* 
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3. Academic Program: Analyze the quality of the program as assessed by its curriculum and impact on students 
for each program (if more than one). Attach updated program assessment plan (s) as an appendix (refer to 
instructions in the WSU Program Review document for more information). 

 
a. For undergraduate programs, compare ACT scores of the majors with the University as a whole.  

 
In the 2010 reporting cycle, the HSMCD program was flagged for low ACT scores by student majors.  
In this reporting cycle, our major ACT scores for HS and HSMCD have been within the acceptable range, except 
for the HSMCD program in Year 3 (Appendix Tables 3 and 4). A monitoring system was developed and 
implemented in 2013 for degree majors with low ACT scores in our undergraduate programs. At weeks five and 
10 of the regular semester, the department tracks and reports grades for students who have ACT scores of >21. 
The Undergraduate Coordinator collects the data and reports students who have less than a C- to their adviser, 
who then provides counsel regarding tutoring services on campus. Outcomes of ACT score monitoring resulted 
in tracked students achieving an average GPA of 3.34 for the semester. 
 

b. For graduate programs, compare graduate GPAs of the majors with University graduate GPAs.  
 
The average incoming GPA of AGE students upon admission is comparable to the larger university (Appendix 
Table 5). In addition, the average incoming GPA has increased each year along with student headcount. 

 
c.  Identify the principal learning outcomes (i.e., what skills does your Program expect students to graduate 

with). Provide aggregate data on how students are meeting those outcomes in the table below. Data should 
relate to the goals and objectives of the program as listed in 1e. Provide an analysis and evaluation of the data 
by learner outcome with proposed actions based on the results.  

Program Assessment Needs 
Currently we do not have a comprehensive data tracking and assessment in place for our programs. While 
several pieces of this process have been developed, we have our great needs in terms of assessment with our 
learning outcomes. We are able to verify that approximately 100% (See Appendix Table 6 for exact rates) of the 
graduates of each program pass courses based on the fundamental knowledge we want our graduates to have; 
however, we have not tracked specific course deliverables to assure these outcomes are being met, or to 
identify avenues for subsequent program improvement. 
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• Then, the learning outcomes will be tracked in terms of what current coursework deliverables assess 
these skills. If there are deficient areas of assessed skills, then recommendations for courses will be 
provided to instructors to fill these gaps.  

 
Appendix Table 6 also outlines available learning outcomes, targets, and results for the HS, HSMCD, and AGE programs. The 
analysis is not included because of the limitations of the results. When these outcomes can be more directly assessed, 
better program recommendations 

http://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics/
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included in course syllabi. All instructors are expected to participate in a student course evaluation process. 
However, a strong evaluation response rate is difficult to obtain for online courses because participation in 
evaluation is optional. The department retains all course syllabi every semester, and these periodically undergo 
an informal review by program staff. Program curricula are approved by the College and by University-level 
comh9 0 Td
p50ttri Tw 0.22e7(r)8(o)-9.6
0.002 T2 Tw [(fo)-17.T 0.012[   
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43:S935, 2011. 
 

the Functional Fitness of Older Women. 
8th Annual Graduate Research and 
Scholarly Projects (GRASP), 8, 2012. 

6. Gurnsey, J., Ofei-Dodoo, S., and Rogers, 
N.L. Increasing the Physical Activity Level 
of Older Women. 8th Annual Graduate 
Research and Scholarly Projects (GRASP), 
8, 2012. 

Meeting, Wichita, KS, September 
2013.   

3. Ballard-Reisch, D., Coen, H., Pan, D., 
Hoskinson, A., Mutata, J., Donnell, C., 
and Standley, C. Strategically Planning 
your Own Initiative. 9th Annual Hunger 
Summit  at Aurburn, 2014. 
Universities fighting world hunger 
(UFWH). 

 
4. Analyze the student need and employer demand for the program. Complete for each program if appropriate 

(refer to instructions in the WSU Program Review document for more information on completing this section). 

 

All of the programs have consistently grown in the number of applicants
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a. Provide a brief assessment of the service the Program provides. Comment on percentage of SCH taken by 
majors and non-majors, nature of Program in terms of the service it provides to other University programs, 
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• 2013 = Sexual Health Awareness Day (sexual health awareness education booth – Hubbard Hall), Great 
American Smokeout (support for smoker’s desire to stop booth – library)  

Community Collaborative and Service: 
The Department and College have improved our applied practicum courses that require active 
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4. Increase in student interest 
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Three-year Program Goals to Be Accomplished by Next Review Period (AY 2016/2017): 
1. Secure funding to establish baseline PHS faculty levels necessary to maintain program quality. AGE is a 

priority concern. 
2. Secure needed resources to adequately prepare the AGE (Social Science track) courses to be fully online 

(AY15). The WSU Office of Online Learning has approved a base budget to add 1.0 FTE tenure-track faculty 
to the AGE program in AY15. A further 1.0 FTE faculty is still needed. 

3. Launch and offer AGE (Social Science track) as a fully online degree (AY16). 
4. Review learning outcomes for each program and its associated targets and assessment process (AY15). 
5. Develop more specific tracking of how students achieve learner outcomes in core coursework for each 

degree program (AY15). 
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A-Table 4. Undergraduate – HSMCD ACT Scores 
 
HSMCD 
Last 3 Years  

Total Majors - 

From fall semester 
ACT – Fall Semester 

(mean for those reporting) 

 Majors  All University Students - FT 
Year 1 58 (Fl 2010) 20.5 22.7 
Year 2 72 (Fl 2011) 20.5 22.8 
Year 3 80 (Fl 2012) 19.6 23.0 

KBOR data minima for UG programs: ACT<20 will trigger program. 

 
A-A
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health services organization. effectiveness of the strategies 
• Address factors that contribute to 

successful health care management 

Administration and 
Policy” which now 
cover LO #5-8, 

 

7. Explain the key concepts, principles and 
typical processes involved in health policy 
formulation and implementation. 
8. Understand and demonstrate how health 
care professionals can best apply political 
knowledge on behalf of the patient, 
employer, and the profession more broadly. 

HMCD 354 (Health Politics) 
• Examines the creation of public 
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M.A. in Aging Studies (AGE)  
Learning Outcomes: 

Assessment Tool: 
 

 Target/Criteria:  Results: 

1. Identify factors that contribute to the 
continuity of adult development.
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3. Identify the myths and realities about 
aging. 
4. Examine societal implications of aging 
trends in America and around the world. 

AGE 798 (Physical Dimensions of Aging) 
• Introduces the advanced study of the 

process of aging from a 
multidisciplinary point of view 

Targets learning 
outcomes 3 & 4, with 
students achieving no 
less than 80% average 
on final grades 

AY 2010-2011 
C or higher: 100% 
 
AY 2011-2012 
C or higher: 92.3% 
Average final grade per 
student was 94% 
 
AY 2012-2013 
C or higher: 100% 

5. Identify and describe key theories of 
biological aging. 
6. Identify and differentiate “normal” aging 
from disease or pathology of various organ 
systems. 
 

AGE 818 (Biology of Aging) 
• Provides the most up-to-date 

information on the current biological 
understanding of the aging process 

• Details the biology of aging with a 
system-by-system description of the 
aging phenomena 

• Addresses the complexities of the 
aging process from various 
perspectives 

Targets learning 
outcomes 5 & 6, with 
students achieving no 
less than 80% average 
on Exams 1 & 2” 

AY 2010-2011 
C or higher: 100% 
 
AY 2011-2012 
C or higher: 94.1% 
Students averaged 
97.64% on exam 1 & 
averaged 96.21% on 
exam 2 
 
AY 2012-2013 
C or higher: 100% 
 

7. Identify lifestyle modifications and 
preventative health care strategies as well as 
diagnosis and treatment of age-related 
diseases. 
8. Apply policy analysis principles to 
examination of age-related issues and 
concerns. 
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A-Table 7. HS, HSMCD, & AGE Student Satisfaction Ratings 

Undergraduate – HS/HSMCD 
Student Satisfaction (e.g., exit survey data on overall program satisfaction).* If available, report by year, for the last 3 years 
Year N Result (e.g., 4.5 on scale of 1-5, where 5 highest) 
1 (11) --- Not available 
2 (12) 50 4.3 
3 (13) 83 4.3 
Graduate – Aging Studies 
Student Satisfaction (e.g., exit survey data on overall program satisfaction).* If available, report by year, for the last 3 years 
Year N 




