SAMPLE SYLLABUS

HNRS 491 Honors Thesis (1-3)

Prerequisites: HNRS 485; additional prerequisites such as an upper-division laboratory science, literary
period, or methods course may be required by the instructor of record.

Instructor: Kimberly Engber
Department: English

Office Location: Shocker Hall A118
Telephone: 316-978-3375

Email: Kimberly.engber@wichita.edu
Preferred Method of Contact: Email

Office


mailto:Kimberly.engber@wichita.edu

Expected Outcomes of Honors Thesis Work

Upon successful completion of 3 credits of HNRS 491, students will be able to:
demonstrate mastery over the discourse, methods, and content of at least one academic, creative, or
professional field;
critically evaluate research articles or creative work in the field;
critically analyze data for accuracy;
integrate core critical abilities, including critical and/or creative thinking, as well as analytical and
communication skills;
produce an independent piece of scholarship/work that demonstrates intensive study of a specific
topic, research problem, or creative method;
and articulate cultural, philosophical, scientific, artistic, professional and/or political issues relevant to
their topic, problem, or method.

Expected Outcomes of Honors Education
Article | of the original Honors College Charter stipulates that the Honors College shall dedicate itself to the following pursuits:

1. Developing a sense of community and common identity among its members;


http://webs.wichita.edu/inaudit/ch8_05.htm
http://webs.wichita.edu/inaudit/ch2_17.htm




C: Student does not complete written or creative assignments by the suggested deadlines and the thesis
fails to meet expectations. (70 2 80 points)

D: Student does not complete written or creative assignments and the thesis contains significant flaws. (60
270 points)

F: Student fails to complete the thesis. (60 points or lower).

Thesis Requirements

7KH VXEVIDQFH DQG IRUPDII R1 WKHVLY SURIHFIV PD\ YDU\ GHSHQGLQJ RQ IKH VIIXGHQIV PDIRU GLVFLSILQH DQG RU ILHIG
of study. The H[SHFIDILRQV IRU ZKDIi FRQVILIXIHV D ~ KLIK-TXDOLINu WKHVLY SURIHFI VKRX0G EH HVIDELVKHG IKURXJK
VXEVIDQILYH GLVFXWLRQ ZUIK WIKH WIXGHQIl DERXH HVIDEOLVKHG VIDQGDUGY RI H[FHIHQFH ZLWKLQ WKH WKHVLV VXSHUYLVRU-V
discipline.

Given variances across disciplines, determinations of the scope, breadth, and intellectual parameters of the
thesis remain the judgment of the thesis supervisor, but the following general guidelines should be taken into
consideration:

Visual Arts, Performing Arts, or Creative Writing. The creative Honors Thesis consists of a substantial
body of work that displays your best creative work or methods learned over the course of your
undergraduate career. Your thesis should also include an introductory essay contextualizing your
creative work within the field and offering critical insights into your creative process. Works of
fiction usually run 50 pages, while poetry typically has somewhat fewer pages. The page
requirements will vary greatly depending on the project.

Humanities and Social Sciences. The Honors Thesis in these disciplines is typically envisioned and
executed entirely as a written piece of work. This kind of thesis might resemble a long research
paper in form, but it is different than a class paper. It tackles a problem that others have not yet
addressed adequately, or it approaches the problem from a new angle. Research into what others
have said and done is the essential first step, but your thesis should go beyond prior work to include
your own insights and critical thinking. You should have an acquaintance with the relevant




out assigned course work, | encourage you to contact the Office of Disability Services(DS).

The office is located in Grace Wilkie Annex, room 150, (316) 978-3309 (voice/tty) (316-854-3032
videophone). DS will review your concerns and determine, with you, what academic accommodations are
necessary and appropriate for you. All information and documentation of your disability is confidential and
will not be released by DS without your written permission.

Counseling & Testing

The WSU Counseling & Testing Center provides professional counseling services to students, faculty and
staff, administers tests and offers test preparation workshops; and presents programs ontopics promoting
personal and professional growth. Services are low cost and confidential. They arelocated in room 320 of
Grace Wilkie Hall, and their phone number is (316) 978-3440. The Counseling & Testing Center is open on
all days that the University is officially open. If you have a mental health emergency during the times that the
Counseling & Testing Center is not open, please call COMCARE Crisis Services at (316) 660-7500.

Diversity and Inclusion

Wichita State University is committed to being an inclusive campus that reflects the evolving diversity of
society. To further this goal, WSU does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis of race,
religion, color, national origin, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, marital
status, political affiliation, status as a veteran, genetic information or disability. The following person has
been designated to handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies: Executive Director, Office of
Equal Employment Opportunity, Wichita State University, 1845 Fairmount, Wichita KS 67260-0138;
telephone (316) 978-3186.

Intellectual Property

Wichita State University students are subject to Board of Regents and University policies (see
http://webs.wichita.edu/inaudit/ch9_10.htm) regarding intellectual property rights. Anyquestions regarding
these rights and any disputes that arise under these policies will be resolved by the President of the
8QLYHUVUIN RU WKH 3UHVLGHQW-V GHVLJQHH DQG VXFK GHFLVLRQ ZL00 FRQVILKXIIH WKH final decision.

Shocker Alert System

Get the emergency information you need instantly and effortlessly! With the Shocker Alert System, we will
contact you by email the moment there is an emergency or weather alert that affects the campus. Sign up at
www.wichita.edu/alert.
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