
 

 

 

 CHECKLIST TO AVOID COMMON FAFSA ERRORS 

Mistakes can delay your application and limit the amount of aid you are eligible to receive. 
To avoid errors, carefully read all of the questions on the FAFSA and use this checklist to 
review your answers before submitting. 

'JMM�JO�BMM�RVFTUJPOT��Too many blanks may cause miscalculations and an application 
rejection. Enter a '0' or 'not applicable' instead of leaving a blank. 

3PVOE�BMM�OVNCFST�UP�UIF�OFBSFTU�EPMMBS��Don’t use commas or decimal points in numeric 
fields. 

%PVCMF�DIFDL�ZPVS�TPDJBM�TFDVSJUZ�OVNCFS�BOE�ESJWFSśT�MJDFOTF�OVNCFS�GPS�BDDVSBDZ��*f 
your parents do not have Social Security Numbers, list 000ӡ00ӡ0000. Do not make up a 
number or include a Taxpayer Identification Number. 

6TF�ZPVS�MFHBM�OBNF��Your name must be listed on your FAFSA as it appears on your 
social security card. Don’t enter nicknames or other variations on your name. 

6TF�BO�BDDVSBUF�BEESFTT� Don’t enter a temporary campus or summer address as your 
permanent address. 

$PSSFDU�GFEFSBM�JODPNF�UBY�QBJE�BNPVOU��This amount is on your income tax return forms,   
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