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Cerebral Spinal Fluid Culture (Aerobic, 

Anaerobic, and Gram Stain) Information Sheet 

Overview 
MDL Test Name 
 

Cerebral Spinal Fluid Culture – Aerobic, Anaerobic, and Gram Stain 
 

MDL Test Code 
 

CSF_CULT_ANAGS 
 

Ask at Order Questions 
 

• CSF Volume? 
 

• CSF Color? 
 

• CSF Clarity? 
 

Specimen Source 
 

Cerebral Spinal Fluid (specify source/collection method: i.e.: Lumbar puncture, 
shunt, ventricular shunt, etc.) 

Specimen Requirements 
Container/Tube 
 

Sterile Container 
 

Specimen Volume (minimum) 
 

0.5mL 
  

Sample Stability Time 
 

48 hours 
 

Transport/Storage Conditions 
 

Ambient (20 – 25°C); maintain at room temperature 
 

Patient Preparation / Collection Instructions 
 

Collected by health care provider using sterile technique. 
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