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Lower Respiratory Culture with Gram 

Stain Information Sheet  

Overview  

MDL Test Name  
 

Lower Respiratory Culture with Gram Stain 
 

MDL Test Code  
 

LR_CULT 
 

Ask at Order Questions 
 

N/A 
 

Specimen Source  
 

Lower Respiratory Sources: 
 

�x Sputum 
 

�x Tracheal Aspirate 
 

�x Bronchial Wash 
 

�x Bronchial Alveolar Lavage (BAL) 
 

�x Biopsy 
 

NOTE: indicate site with bronchial specimens i.e.: RUL, etc.  

Specimen Requirements 

Container/Tube  
 

�x Sterile Container – Washing/Lavage/Sputum/Aspirate 
 

�x Sterile Saline Tube – 

0.5 mL or ~ 5 mm diameter (if solid/semisolid) 
 

Sample Stability Time  
 

48 hours 
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Transport/Storage Conditions  
 

Refrigerated (2 – 8°C) 
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