
Overview  

M D L  T e s t  N a m e  

 

Wound Culture – Aerobic, Anaerobic, Gram Stain 
 

MDL Test Code  
 

WNDAA_CULT 
 

Ask at Order Questions 
 

Was the wound specimen collected during surgery? 
 

Specimen Source  
 

Wound (specify source/site) 

Specimen Requirements 

Container/Tube  
 

�x ESwab - all swab collections 
 

�x Sterile Container - all aspirations/drainage 
 

Specimen Volume (minimum ) 
 

�x ESwab 
o N/A (swab specimen) 

 

o Must have swab present in container 
 

�x Sterile Container 
 

o 0.5mL 
 

Sample Stability Time  
 

48 hours 
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Cautions  
 

�x Antibiotics administered prior to sample collection may negatively affect the 
recovery of organisms associated with infection. Preferably collect specimen 
prior to initiation of therapy and only from wounds that are clinically infected 
or deteriorating or that fail to heal over a long period.  

 

�x Many wound infections are polymicrobic and the isolation of an organism in 
culture may or may not correlate with infection of the wound.  
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