
Page 1 of 6  REV March 2025   UNIVERSITY RESEARCH/CREATIVE PROJECTS AWARD  (URCA)  Award Dates:   Round 1 (FY26): July 1, 2025 – June 15, 2026 Round 2 (FY26): December 1, 2025 – December 31, 2026  

DUE:  

Round 1 (FY2 6 )  A p r i l  4 , 202 5  b y  5 : 0 0  P M  

Round 2 (FY2 6 )  O c t o b e r  3 , 202 5  by 5:00 PM  

 
PURPOSE:   

 
URCA award s ar e  to  re t o o l  o r  ree st ablish product iv e  rese a rch/crea t iv e  pro je ct s age nd a.  In 
are a s whe r e  ex t e rna l  fun d i n g  is  ava ilable , t h e  URCA ma y  be  us ed  a s se e d  mone y to  deve l o p  
p ilo t  da t a.  

 
GENERAL :    
 

• Gran ts  ma y be  awarded u p  to  $4,500 in  t w o  s e p a ra te  co m pe t it i on s : Ne w  - t enu re- e lig i ble  fac ulty  
in  t he ir f i rs t  o r se co n d  yea r o f  probatio n  to  i n iti a t e res e a rc h/ cre a t i ve  pro j e c t s an d  Es t ablishe d  - 
t enu re d  facu
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SUBMISSION  
 

• You MUST work with a member of the Pre-Award Team prio r to submission to ensu re tha t the 

mailto:proposals@wichita.edu
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A. The facu lt y sup po rt comm it t ee will use the follo wing majo r crit e ria in eva lu a t in g ind ividu a l 
pro je ct app lica t io n s : 
 
• Soundne ss and sign if ica n ce of the pro po se d rese a rch/crea t ive pro ject;   

a.  What is the nove lt y of  the pro je ct to the app lica n t ’s discip line?  
b. Is the propo sed pro je ct inn o va t ive, con ve rg e nt, cre a t ive, and/ or sch ola rly?  
c.  What is the imp o rt an ce of the pro je ct to the app lica nt ’s rese a rch (e.g., if app lica n t is 

a jun io r facu lt y or a ten u red facu lt y with shif t in g rese a rch fie ld s or spe cia lt ie s, 
maste ry of new tech n iqu e s,  or  chan g e of app oin t m en t, seed fun d ing may acce le ra te 
his/her resea rch)?  
 

• Validit y of app ro a ch or meth o do lo g y;   
a.  Does the prop o sa l plan add re ss the rese a rch/cre a t ive objectives? 
b. Does  the  prop o sa l  suff icie n t ly  demo n st ra te kno wle d g e of rela t ed lite ra t u re?  
c.  Does the prop o sa l adeq u a te ly describe the resea rch/cre at ive meth od s? 
d.  Is it like ly tha t the pro ject will be successfu lly com p le t ed with in  the tim e, budget and 

av a ilable facilitie s as pro p o sed? 
 

• Qualifica t ion s of app lica n t;   
a.  Is  the app lica n t qua lif ied to succe ssfu lly com ple t e the pro p o se d pro ject ?   
b. Has the app lica n t demo n st ra te d sch o la rly cap ability and pro d u ct ivit y? 
c.  If app lica nt has pre vio u sly rece ive d URCA/MURPA/ARCS  suppo rt , have the y 

pro d u ce d sch o la rly/crea t ive resu lt s?  
 

• Adequa cy of reso u rce s; and   
 

• Adhere n ce to allo wable costs.  
 

• Eviden ce of Extern a l  Submission Activit y  
a.  Will this awa rd increa se the like lih o od that the app lican t be successfu l in obtaining 

exte rn a l fund in g or rece ivin g pre st ig io u s awa rd s?  
b. If extern a l fun d ing is ava ilable in the app licant ’s are a of rese a rch or cre a t ive activit y, 

is the re evid en ce tha t the app lica nt pre viou sly attem pt e d to obtain such fun d in g? 
  

Applica nt s tha t are unable to demon st ra t e a prio r reco rd of scho la rly pro du ct ivit y or reco rd 
of exte rna l fund in g applica t io n s may be rated unfa vo rably by reviewers.  While the Facult y 
Suppo rt Committe e reco g n ize s tha t cert a in discip lin e s  may have lim it e d opp o rt un it ie s for 
exte rn a l fund in g, all app lica n t s are encou rag e d to exp lo re exte rna l fund in g opp o rt un it ies 

mailto:funding@wichita.edu


Page 4 of 6  
REV March  2025 

B. Addition a l Review Criteria  
 

Other fact o rs tha t are give n con sid e r a t io n durin g the revie w pro ce ss are as follo ws:  
 

• A

mailto:proposals@wichita.edu
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WHAT TO SUBMIT  
  
Applica t ion s sho u ld use the sect io n head in g s below in the orde r list e d and be assembled as a sing le 

docum en t.  You MUST work with a member of the Pre-Award Team prio r  to submission.  Please 
con t a ct prop o sa ls@wichit a.edu at lea st 2 weeks PRIOR  to the dead lin e for assist an ce.   

Incomplete or late applications will not  be reviewed.   
  
PROJECT APPLICATION FORM   
 

• Complet e and retu rn the Proje ct Applica t io n form as part of you r submission.  Please note tha t 
this form inclu d e s req uire d sig n a tu re s  from the Chair and Dean. It is the respo n sibility of the 
PI to colle ct sign a tu re s and ensu re an on- time submission. Make sure to allo w suff icie nt tim e 
to colle ct Chair and Dean sign a t u re s.  

  
PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

• The text nee d s to inclu d e eno ug h deta il about the proje ct so that revie we rs can asse ss the 
qua lit y, fea sibility and sig n if ica n ce of the proje ct. Proposa ls shou ld also be written in plain 
language . The proje ct descrip t io n is limited to 5 pages excluding references.  Any page(s) 
exce ed in g the lim it a t ion will be removed before circu la t io n to the revie we rs.  

• Abstract. Provide a brief narrative in non-techn ica l lan gu ag e describing the proje ct, ove ra ll 
goa ls and spe cif ic objectives, and the app ro ach/metho d o lo g y to be employed.  

• Backgrou n d.  Presen t the pro je ct to be addressed and the imp o rt an ce of the prop o se d pro ject.  
• Methodo lo g y/app ro a ch .    

▪ Provid e both a descrip tio n of and a just if ica t ion for the pro je ct.   
For rese a rch pro je ct s, this mig ht includ e desig n, sam p le size, mea su rem ent 
tech n iq u e s, inst rum en ta t io n,  and data ana lysis.    
For cre a t ive pro je ct s, this mig ht includ e an outlin e of the pro je ct, a samp le of the 
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CURRICULUM VITAE • Limited to 2 pages .   
 

• 


	WHAT TO SUBMIT

