
ON�$ECEMBER����������THE�/FlCE�OF�-ULTICULTURAL�
!FFAIRS��/-!	�HOSTED�THE�Academic Achievement 
Recognition Celebration��4HIS�EVENT�RECOGNIZED�
UNDERGRADUATE�AND�GRADUATE�STUDENTS�OF�COLOR�WHOSE�
'0!�S�WERE������AND�HIGHER��3EVERAL�PAST��CURRENT�AND�
ALUM�-C.AIR�PARTICIPANTS�WERE�RECOGNIZED�AS�(ONOR�
������������	�$ISTINCTION�������������	�AND�(IGHEST�
$ISTINCTION������������	��4HE�FOLLOWING�-C.AIR�
3CHOLARS�WERE�RECOGNIZED�

5NDERGRADUATES�
Danielle Andrews ~ Honor ~ Current Participant

Roni Ayalla ~ Honor ~ Current Participant
Diane Jefferson ~ Honor ~ Current Participant

Kayla Nash ~ Honor ~ Past Participant
Shondella Umeh ~ Honor ~ Current Participant

Jesse Valdez ~ Honor ~ Current Participant
Kimberly Grimes ~ Distinction ~ Current Participant

Skylar Joyner ~ Distinction ~ Current Participant
Philip Pettis ~ Distinction~ Current Participant
Mikki Phan ~ Distinction ~ Current Participant

Gigi Phan ~ Highest Distinction ~ Current Participant

'RADUATES�
Thuy-Linh Nguyen ~ Honor ~ Alum 

Errick Robles ~ Honor ~ Alum 
Carmen Hytche ~ Distinction ~ Alum 
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�� Last Day of Classes 

� McNair Academy, Grad Prep & Seminar
  �����P�M�� ROOM������$6
� “Closing the Semester”

���� Final Exams

� Fall Commencement

�� Happy New Year! 

� Campus Reopens

������� Campus Visits to Kansas Colleges
�
�� Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday

��� First Day of Classes

�� Literature Review Due

�� Request for Tutors
 Grad Prep & Seminar
� 'AYLE�6ELTMAN��#OUNSELING���4ESTING
� “Graduate Test Preparation Resources”
 �����P�M���ROOM������$6

 Research Assembly Meeting
 �����P�M���ROOM������$6

8 McNair Academy
 4"!
� “Graduate School Terminology”
 �����P�M���ROOM������$6

9 Grad Prep & Seminar
 $R��$EBORAH�3OLES��0HILOSOPHY
� “Writing for Publication”
 ����P�M���ROOM������$6

��� 6ALENTINE�S�$AY

��� Graduate Seminar
� 3HUKURA�"AKARI#OZART
�



Someone Like me?
Luz Gonzalez
Dean, College of Social Sciences, California State University, Fresno

LUZ�'ONZALEZ�S�JOURNEY�FROM�lELDWORKER�TO�EDUCATOR�TOOK�PRAYER��COURAGE�AND�HARD�WORK��
3HE�NEVER�HAD�THE�OPPORTUNITY�TO�ATTEND�HIGH�SCHOOL�AND�BEGAN�COLLEGE�WITH�A�THIRD�GRADE�LEVEL�
OF�READING�AND�MATHEMATICS��'ONZALEZ�FELT�SHE�WAS�AN�EXCELLENT�lELDWORKER�AND�COULD�HAVE�
MADE�A�LOT�OF�MONEY��BUT�HER�FATHER�WAS�THE�CENTER�OF�HER�LIFE��3HE�REALIZED�THAT�SHE�NEEDED�TO�
SPEAK�THE�LANGUAGE�THE�DOCTORS�AND�NURSES�SPOKE�SO�SHE�COULD�PROTECT�HIM�AND�ASSURE�THAT�HE�

RECEIVED�GOOD�MEDICAL�CARE��

'ONZALES�GREW�UP�FOLLOWING�THE�HARVEST�FROM�STATE�TO�STATE��!S�MIGRANT�FARM�WORKERS��HER�FAMILY�TRAVELED�FROM�
-EXICO��#ALIFORNIA��/REGON��-ONTANA�AND�BACK�TO�-EXICO��PICKING�STRAWBERRIES��TOMATOES��GRAPES�AND�SUGAR�
BEETS��#ONSEQUENTLY��'ONZALEZ�RECEIVED�MINIMAL�SCHOOLING�BOTH�IN�-EXICO�AND�IN�THE�5NITED�3TATES��$URING�THE�
WINTER�MONTHS�IN�-EXICO��STUDENT�TEACHERS�WOULD�COME�AND�LEAVE�QUICKLY�AND�FROM�&EBRUARY�TO�!PRIL�SHE�WENT�
TO�SCHOOL�IN�THE�5NITED�3TATES�BUT�WAS�OFTEN�CALLED�OUT�TO�HELP�WITH�THE�CROPS��"EING�A�GOOD�FARM�WORKER�WAS�NOT�
ABOUT�HOW�STRONG�ONE�WAS��BUT�ABOUT�HOW�FAST��3O�THERE�WAS�ALWAYS�SOMETHING�'ONZALEZ�AND�HER�SIBLINGS�COULD�
DO�IN�THE�lELDS�TO�HELP�THE�ADULTS�MAKE�MORE�MONEY�

!FTER�lNISHING�THE�EIGHTH�GRADE�AT�%L�-ONTE�3CHOOL�IN�/ROSI��#ALIFORNIA��'ONZALEZ�STARTED�WORKING�FULLTIME�IN�
THE�lELDS�WITH�HER�PARENTS��7ITH�ONLY�A�lFTH�GRADE�EDUCATION�IN�-EXICO��THEY�KNEW�JUST�ENOUGH�%NGLISH�TO�TALK�TO�
THE�FARMERS�AND�SURVIVE��(OWEVER��IN�HIS�EARLY�TWENTIES��HER�FATHER�CONTRACTED�DIABETES��)N�HIS�THIRTIES��HE�
DEVELOPED�COMPLICATIONS�WITH�HIS�TOES�AND�ANKLES�AND�HIS�EYESIGHT�DETERIORATED��!T�TIMES��HE�WAS�HOSPITALIZED�
FOR�LONG�PERIODS��4HE�LOAD�ON�HER�MOTHER�WAS�TREMENDOUS��3HE�WORKED�IN�THE�lELDS��CARED�FOR�SIX�CHILDREN��PAID�
THE�BILLS��DID�THE�LAUNDRY��SAT�WITH�'ONZALEZ�S�FATHER�IN�THE�HOSPITAL�AND�KEPT�HIM�UPTODATE�ON�EVERYTHING�SO�HE�
COULD�STAY�INVOLVED��3HE�WAS�THE�EMPOWERED�MEMBER�OF�THE�FAMILY��FOR�SHE�KEPT�IT�ALL�TOGETHER�

&OR�MANY�YEARS�'ONZALEZ�S�FATHER�WAS�NOT�HAPPY�ABOUT�HER�GOING�TO�COLLEGE��)T�TOOK�TIME�TO�CONVINCE�HIM�TO�LET�
HER�ATTEND��(E�WAS�AFRAID�THAT�SHE�WOULD�LOSE�HER�CULTURE��VALUES�AND�TRADITIONS��AND�AFRAID�SOMETHING�WOULD�
HAPPEN�TO�HER�DRIVING�TO�&RESNO��)N�THE������S�AND����S��GIRLS�DID�NOT�HAVE�CARS��4HEY�DID�NOT�GO�TO�COLLEGE��4HEY�
WERE�SUPPOSED�TO�GET�MARRIED��lND�A�GOOD�FARMER�TO�WORK�FOR��HAVE�KIDS��FOLLOW�THE�CROPS�AND�MAYBE�lNISH�THE�
EIGHTH�GRADE��)F�THEY�CHOSE�NOT�TO�TAKE�ON�THESE�ROLES��THEY�RISKED�BRINGING�SHAME�TO�THE�FAMILY��(OWEVER��HER�
MOTHER�BACKED�HER�UP�ALL�THE�WAY��h)F�)�CAN�GET�ONE�OF�MY�SIX�CHILDREN�OUT�OF�THE�lELDS��)�LL�BE�HAPPY�v�SHE�SAID�

7HEN�'ONZALEZ�WAS�����HER�FATHER�RELENTED��3HE�DECIDED�TO�BECOME�A�MISSIONARY�AND��WHILE�STILL�WORKING�IN�THE�
lELDS��SHE�ENROLLED�AT�7EST�#OAST�"IBLE�#OLLEGE�IN�&RESNO��3HE�HAD�TO�LEARN�EVERYTHING�SHE�NEVER�LEARNED�IN�
ELEMENTARY�AND�SECONDARY�SCHOOL�AND�LEARN�IT�FAST��3HE�SHARED�A�DORM�WITH�SIX�%NGLISHSPEAKING�WOMEN�WHO�
BECAME�HER�FRIENDS��,IVING�WITH�THEM��AND�LISTENING�TO�THEIR�CONVERSATIONS��WAS�HOW�'ONZALEZ�LEARNED�TO�SPEAK�
%NGLISH��$URING�THIS�TIME�'ONZALEZ�REMEMBERS�THAT�IF�SHE�HAD�FAILED��SHE�BELIEVED��EVERYONE�BEHIND�HER�WOULD�
FAIL��)F�SHE�WENT�BACK�HOME�AND�SAID�SHE�COULD�NOT�DO�IT��WOULD�BE�THE�END�OF�WOMEN�TRYING��(ER�MOTHER�S�
STRENGTH�CARRIED�HER�FOR�MANY�YEARS��)T�WAS�FROM�HER�THAT�SHE�LEARNED�NOT�TO�GIVE�UP�AND�TO�DREAM�BIGGER�DREAMS��
'ONZALEZ�EARNED�HER�0H$�IN�TEACHER�EDUCATION�IN�������"EFORE�HER�FATHER�DIED��SHE�COULD�SEE�THAT�HE�WAS�PROUD�
OF�HER�ACCOMPLISHMENTS�AND�THAT�EDUCATION�DID�NOT�MEAN�LOSING�THE�VALUES�SHE�WAS�RAISED�WITH�

4ODAY��AS�A�,ATINA�EDUCATOR��RECRUITING�AND�ENROLLING�,ATINOS�IS�IMPORTANT�TO�'ONZALEZ��4HROUGH�HER�OWN�
EXPERIENCE��SHE�NOT�ONLY�HELPED�HER�PARENTS��BUT�THE�,ATINO�COMMUNITY�TO�UNDERSTAND�THE�5NITED�3TATES
EDUCATIONAL�SYSTEM��7HEN�SHE�LOOKS�INTO�THE�EYES�OF�WORRIED�PARENTS��ESPECIALLY�FARM�WORKERS��AND�SHE�TELLS�THEM�
IN�3PANISH�NOT�TO�WORRY�THAT�THEIR�CHILD�WILL�BE�WELL�TAKEN�CARE�OF�AT�HER�UNIVERSITY��)T�MAKES�HER�PROUD�OF�HER�
ACCOMPLISHMENTS��AND�SEEING�PARENTS�RELAX�AND�FEEL�COMFORTABLE�ABOUT�LETTING�THEIR�CHILDREN�OUT�OF�THEIR�NEST�IS�
HER�REWARD�� � � � � ������������

3OURCE���&IRST�GENERATION�3TORIES��HTTP���lRSTGENERATION�CSUFRESNO�EDU�STORIES�GONZALEZ�HTM�





7ICHITA�3TATE�5NIVERSITY
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�����.��&AIRMOUNT
7ICHITA��+3����������
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NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
���)T�IS�THE�STATED�POLICY�OF�7ICHITA�3TATE�5NIVERSITY�TO�PROHIBIT�DISCRIMINATION�IN�EMPLOY
MENT�AND�IN�EDUCATIONAL�PROGRAMS�AND�ACTIVITIES�BECAUSE�OF�RACE��COLOR��RELIGION��GENDER��
AGE��MARITAL�STATUS��NATIONAL�ORIGIN��SEXUAL�ORIENTATION��POLITI
CAL�AFlLIATION��DISABLED�6IETNAMERA�VETERAN�STATUS�OR�PHYSICAL�OR�MENTAL�DISABILITY�����������
���)N�WORKING�TO�ACHIEVE�AND�MAINTAIN�A�WELCOMING�AND�DISCRIMINATION�FREE�ENVIRONMENT��
IT�IS�NECESSARY�AND�APPROPRIATE�THAT�EMPLOYEES�AND�STUDENTS�BE�ENCOURAGED�TO�MAKE�
COMPLAINTS�AND�CONCERNS�ABOUT�PERCEIVED�DISCRIMINATORY�BEHAVIORS�KNOWN�TO�5NIVERSITY�
SUPERVISORS�AND�OFlCIALS��
���!NY�5NIVERSITY�EMPLOYEE�OR�STUDENT�WHO�IN�RETALIATORY�CONDUCT�AGAINST�A�5NIVERSITY�
EMPLOYEE�OR�STUDENT�WHO�HAS�lLED�A�COMPLAINT�ALLEGING�DISCRIMINATION�OR�OTHERWISE�
EXERCISED�THEIR�RIGHTS�AND�PRIVILEGES�AGAINST�ILLEGAL�DISCRIMINATION�WILL�BE�SUBJECT�TO�
DISCIPLINARY�ACTIONS�PURSUANT�TO�ESTABLISH�5NIVERSITY�PROCEDURES�UP�TO�AND�INCLUDINGTERMI
NATION�OF�EMPLOYMENT�OR�STUDENT�STATUS����������������������
���4HIS�PROHIBITION�AGAINST�RETALIATORY�CONDUCT�APPLIES�REGARDLESS�OF�THE�MERITS�OF�THE�INITIAL�
COMPLAINT�OF�ILLEGAL�DISCRIMINATION�

Let others lead small lives, but not you.
Let others argue over small things, but not you.

Let others cry over small hurts, but not you.
Let others leave their future in someone elses hands, 

but not you, not you. 
    ~ Jim Rohn ~ 

McNair Facts
Did You Know?


