


Grammatically Speaking
Major Components of a Research

Paper

1. Introduction:

Answers...

o Background: What is the context of this
problem?

o Rationale: Why is this research important?

o Problem Statement: What is it we don’t
know?

o Objectives: What steps will the research
take to try and fill gaps?

o Scope: Is the study limited to a special
geographical area or to only certain
aspects of the situation?

2. Methodology:

Answers...

o Howlwastheldatalcollectedlorigenerated?
o Howlwaslitlanalyzed?

o Whyiwaslalparticular’method or!

procedure chosen?

3. Results:

Includes...

o Statement of Results: Results are
presented in a format that is accessible
to the reader: graphs, tables, diagrams,
or written text.

o Explanatory Text: All graphs, tables,
diagrams and figures should be accompanied
by text that guides the reader’s attention to
significant results. The text simplifies results,
and highlights significant trends or
relationships.

4. Discussion:

Includes...

J Explanation of Results: Comments upon
whether or not the results were expected
and presents explanation for unexpected/
unsatisfactory results.



Someone Like me?

Healani Chang, PhD !
&0LQLFDO %HKDYLRUDO 6FLHQWLVW 3DFLAF %LRVFLHQFHV
University of Hawaii, Honolulu

As a graduate student at the University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Dr. Healani Chang
worked with immigrant populations from Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. They were
mostly women and children who had just arrived to Hawaii and were eager to learn
English and ft into American society. To teach them English, Chang used

experiences from her daily life instead of using textbooks. She shared her Native
Hawaiian culture with them, and, in return, they shared their values, culture, and stories. Her students were
eager to communicate with her and were passionate about what they were discussing, which Chang learned too.
This kind of exchange between teacher and student was revolutionary to Chang and completely different from
the educational system that she grew up with.

When Chang was in school, she learned English in a completely different way. As Native Hawaiians, both her
parents’ and her generation were forced to learn English and not practice or respect their traditional native
language. This devaluing of Chang’s language felt like a devaluing of her culture. When she taught English in a
new way, it was a very healing experience. Her classroom celebrated people’s diversity and culture and thought
of English as a common language that enabled vastly different people to communicate.

Because of the lack of respect for the Native Hawaiian language and culture, Chang struggled to succeed in the
American educational system, which supported competition and individuality over teamwork and community.
She was not always an A student; she never had teachers who were Hawaiian, and she had no one in school who
understood what kinds of challenges she was facing as a Native Hawaiian student. It was hard to Fourish in that
environment because Native Hawaiians value Ohana, the family, (immediate, extended, friends, and neighbors)
and Aloha, compassion and kindness - in human interaction. Luckily, Chang had the support of her community
and family to get her to where she is today.

Chang received a basketball scholarship to the University of Hawaii, Honolulu. She was an athlete and was
interested in how people made choices about their health and behavior. This directed her to pursue a bachelor’s
degree in human development. Once Chang discovered that her strengths were her values of Ohana and Aloha,
she knew that she wanted to work with Hawaii’s multi-ethnic population and stay in the health sciences feld,
pursuing a master’s degree in public health education.

Chang’s current research is in developing a quit smoking program for native Hawaiians. There are a number of
smoking cessation programs across the nation, but Native Hawaiians continue to smoke at a higher rate than
other ethnic groups. Her hypothesis is that Native Hawaiians need more cultural components in the smoking
cessation program. For example, programs may be more effective if they involve the whole family, or perhaps
people would succeed more if they worked in small group sessions instead of following the typical American
model of one—on-one counseling.

Being a Native Hawaiian scientist, working with a Native Hawaiian population is of tremendous beneft for
Chang because there are so few Native Hawaiian women in the sciences, in the university system, or on
faculties. Native Hawaiian faculty at the university represent only two percent of the state population of twenty
percent. There is a need for people they can relate to, who understand their culture, upbringing, and obstacles
and can help them succeed in the American educational system. Being a role model and providing an opportu-
nity to conduct research and learn new skills, helps others move on and create careers for themselves; these are
the legacies Chang would like to leave other Native Hawaiians. She states, “I made it to where | am today. You
can say it was hard work and determination, and it was, but | think my family and friends and the compassion of
others helped quite a bit. Ohana and Aloha go a long way in life, for they are virtues rooted within.”

Source: SACNAS. http://www.sacnas.org/biography/Biography.asp?mem=153&type=2






Back to Basics
Sentence Construction - Modifiers

A students prepare for research, it is important to have
an understanding of basic writing skills. Below is a review
of modifiers and their proper use in sentences. The
simplest way to expand sentences is to add modifiers
(adjectives and adverbs) to describe or limit nouns and
verbs. Modifying words add detail.

Adjectives:

#* Nouns are subjects or objects, and are described by
adjectives. Adjectives can “decorate” a noun and
provide significantly more information about it.

#* Adjectives usually precede (come before) nouns

[Iandlgenerallyldescribelsize,lshape,icolor,Jemotion,
condition, position, physical attributes or some other
quality.

#* The words “a, an, and, the” are considered adjectives
(called articles) and always precede a noun or noun
phrase.

#* Adjectives give color and vibrance to language by
creating word pictures for readers.

#* Asageneral rule, if you are using a series of adjectives,

[Iyoulshouldiplacelalsizelorishapelfrst;icolorisecond;!!
position, condition, or emotion next; and other
qualities last.

Provides limited information:
secretary

Provides more information:
experienced secretary
stressed-out secretary
young secretary
nervous secretary

Provides even more information:
Nnervous young secretary

Adverbs:

#* Adverbs do all other descriptive jobs in a sentence.
#* Adverbs describe verbs.

“She thinks quickly.”
#* Adverbs describe other adverbs.

“She thinks very quickly.”

Source: The Grammar Reference Guide, CareerTrack, 2nd Edition 2006.
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Grad Prep & Seminar
2 - 3 p.m., Devlin Hall, Rm. 106
“Closing the Semester”

11 Last Day of Classes

12 Study Day
Holiday Feast & White Elephant Gift
Exchange (11:30 a.m - 1:00 p.m.)
13-19 Finals

14 Fall Commencement
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