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Notes From the Director
Congratulations and welcome to the 
McNair Scholars Program’s 2013 - 2014 
grant year, “Opening the Door to Graduate 
Success.” I am excited to share this journey 

as you explore the graduate school process, improve your 





				





N
o

v
em

be
r

					






O

c
to

be
r

			


Events to Come
4	 Grad Prep & Seminar (2 - 3 p.m.) 		
	 Devlin Hall, Room 106
	 LaWanda Holt-Fields, Director			
	 “Graduate School Terminology Bingo”

	 Research Assembly Meeting (3 - 4 p.m.)
	 Ablah Library, Room 217
	 Angela Paul, Reference Librarian
	 “Library Research Database Tour”

12	 McWrite (2 - 3 p.m.)
	 Devlin Hall, Room 106 
	 Noah Trammell, Writing Tutor
	 “Intro to Writing Styles”

14 - 15	 Fall Break - Enjoy!

25 	 Grad Seminar  (2 - 3 p.m.) 			 
	 Devlin Hall, Room 106
	 Michael Birzer, Ph.D, Commuity Affairs
	 “Social Skills and Professionalism”

26	 Faculty-led Seminar (10 a.m.  - Noon) 		
	 Devlin Hall, Room 106
	 Mike Heppler, Education Consultant
	 “Personal Statement Writing” 

1	 McWrite (2 - 3 p.m.)
	 Devlin Hall, Rm. 106 
	 Noah Trammell, Writing Tutor
	 “The Literature Review Process”

	 Research Assembly Meeting (3 - 4 p.m.),
	 Ablah Library, Room 217 
	 Janet Brown, Education Librarian
	 “End Note Training”

9	 Faculty-led Seminar (10 a.m.  - Noon) 		
	 Devlin Hall, Room 106
	 Denise Canoles, Sociology
	 “Graduate School Application/Admissions Process”

13	 McNair Cultural Feast (11 a.m. - 1 p.m.)
	
15	 Grad Seminar  (2 - 3 p.m.) 			 
	 Ablah Library Lobby
	 Janet Brown, Education Librarian
	 “Searching for Graduate School Funding” 

22	 Closing the Semester (2 - 3 p.m.)
	 Devlin Hall, Room 106
	 LaWanda Holt-Fields, Director
	
27 - 1	 Thanksgiving Recess - Enjoy! 
	 		

The Benefits of  
Undergraduate Research

As students consider participating in McNair research, 
they should think about the benefits they will receive 
educationally, professionally and personally. According 
to the Council of  Undergraduate Research at Oregon 
State University, undergraduate research:

•	 Engages and empowers students in hands-on    
learning

•	 Enhances the student learning experience through 



Someone Like Me?
Vicente Llamas, Ph.D. - Physics, Math/Science Education Consulting

Dr. Vicente Llamas was born and raised in Boyle Heights, a barrio in East Los Angeles. His       
Mexican-born parents had very little schooling, but instilled in him and his two sisters the im-
portance of  education. Llamas attended Catholic schools throughout elementary, secondary, and 

university education. In high school, he did very well in the sciences and mathematics. However, he did not do well 
in high school physics, which was surprising to him because he loved building things and always thought he would 
become an electrician or some other kind of  mechanical technician. Llamas’ love of  building started when he was 
a kid. He was always fixing things like radios and television sets and even built his own stereo with the help of  his 
father.

Llamas’ high school teachers recommended that he take the “college track” courses rather than taking the strictly 
technical courses he planned to take in order to become an electrician. He had no idea he was capable or even eli-
gible to go to college, but was accepted to Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles. Llamas was excited and scared 
at the same time, since his family had to come up with the high cost of  college. At that time, they did not know 
there were federal aid and loan programs to help offset the costs of  higher education, so Llamas, along with his 
mother and father, worked constantly for four years. By the time Llamas graduated from Loyola, his education had 
been completely paid for.

Llamas entered college still interested in being an electrician, so he majored in electrical engineering, not realizing 
that the two fields are vastly different from one another. One of  the required courses in electrical engineering was 
engineering physics taught by a professor a professor 



					           GRAD-CONNECT
Graduate School: What it Takes to Get the Ph.D.?

Dr. Ronald T. Azuma shared his journey to the doctorate. He came up with a few sur-
vival tips and guidelines he wished he had known before he started his graduate degree. 
According to Azuma, these are skills needed to successfully obtain the doctorate. 

	 “Being a graduate student is like becoming all of  the Seven Dwarves. In the 		
	 beginning you’re Dopey and Bashful. In the middle, you’re usually sick (Sneezy), 	
	




